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Leaders of Tomorrow is not your typical high school careers expo. 
Instead, we have invited Muslim professionals from multiple fields to share with
you their career pathways and how they are active Muslims in our community. 

The conference will start with a few keynote speakers who will inspire you with their
stories. 

This is followed by four engaging panels that will be running simultaneously
Medicine & Dentistry
Engineering
Health & Wellbeing
Law & Finance

You will have the opportunity to choose two different panels to attend. 
At each panel, our guest speakers will give you a snapshot of their journey and you

will get the chance to interact with them through a facilitated Q&A session.

We’re excited for you to experience our careers conference and thank you for
your contribution to Al Siraat College’s Masjid Salaam Fundraiser through your

conference ticket

About
 

What You’ll Find in This Guide Book
Maps & Directions Ensure you know where each panel is being held

Guest Profiles Learn a little bit more about our guest speakers 

Panel Details Plan ahead and decide which 2 panels you are visiting

Get Connected Get in touch with our guest speakers after the conference

Leaders of Tomorrow Careers Conference 2025
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Med + Dent
Engineering
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Toilets
Directions
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Refreshment

Exit

Exit

Exit
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Asalaamu Alaikum,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Leaders of Tomorrow – Careers
Conference 2025.

At Al Siraat, our name itself — Al Siraat, “the path” — reminds us that life is a
journey. Each of us is walking our own path, shaped by the choices we make
and the values we hold. Though our individual journeys may look different,
what unites us is our shared faith and commitment to live with purpose.

This conference is not about job stalls or brochures. It is about stories. Stories
of Muslim professionals who once sat where you sit now — uncertain,
exploring, asking questions — and who chose their paths with courage and
conviction. Their journeys are filled with lessons that can inspire and guide
you as you begin shaping your own future.

I encourage each of you to listen carefully, to ask questions, and to reflect
deeply. Remember that careers are not just about earning a living; they are
about serving others, contributing to the community, and walking your path
with faith and purpose.

May Allah guide us all to what is best for us.

Welcome
A message from Mr Fazeel Arain

Leaders of Tomorrow Careers Conference 2025

Co-Founder & Principal of Al Siraat College

10



A message from
 Ms Shahidah Osman
Asalaamu Alaikum,

We are honoured to welcome you to this milestone occasion — the inaugural
Careers Conference 2025 — Leaders of Tomorrow. 

This unique event is proudly led by our LEAP (Learning Enrichment Accelerated
Program) Year 9 students, who have taken the lead in organising and delivering
this conference, supported by the enthusiasm and efforts of their peers in Years
7 and 8. One of our core goals in LEAP has always been to foster critical thinking
– not just in terms of academic rigor, but in life itself. We want our students to
look at the world through a reflective lens, to ask why, to understand how, and
to imagine what could be. 

This conference is part of that mission by engaging directly with professionals  
giving our students real-world role models, stories, and wisdom. Most
importantly, they’re meeting people who walk in the same faith, speak the same
language of values, and serve with integrity and purpose. 

Through interactive workshops and authentic dialogue, participants will be
encouraged to see themselves as active contributors to their communities and
beyond. This conference is more than inspiration — it’s an invitation to envision
futures grounded in identity, community, and purpose.

May Allah bless this occasion and make it a source of benefit for all who attend.
May it be a moment that opens hearts and minds, planting seeds of clarity,
purpose, and ambition for the journey ahead. As we reflect on the paths before
us, may we be reminded that every step taken with sincere intention is part of
our worship. We pray that today offers each of you something to take away –
an idea, an inspiration, or a renewed sense of direction – and that Allah guides
our students to futures filled with light, integrity, and meaningful impact.

Leaders of Tomorrow Careers Conference 2025

Head of Learning Enrichment & LEAP
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Asalaamu Alaikum,

My name is Dr Safinah Hambali and I’m a general dentist and practice
owner of Northvale Dental. It is my great honour to have helped
contribute to Al Siraat College’s inaugural Careers Conference and it
is my hope that it will inspire the future leaders of our Muslim
community. 

I wanted to invite my fellow Muslim professionals who like me, have
grown up and studied in Australia, and are now active participants in
our community through our careers. I wanted to give an opportunity
for Muslim high school students to connect and learn from these role
models in our society. 

There are many reasons why we choose our careers but whatever
these reasons may be, the search for meaning in what we do is
important.  As Muslims we should understand the value of knowledge
and learning in relation to our professions and how our careers can
serve the higher purpose of being servants of Allah SWT. 

When I speak to younger Muslims, it is common for me to hear that
they are very unsure of what they want to pursue and what
opportunities are out there.

So let us bridge the gap and connect during this conference to
promote a culture of universal concern and civic engagement rooted
in Islamic tradition so that the Muslims of the future can be inspired to
study and grow with clear purpose and the right intention.

Smile
A message from Dr Safinah

Leaders of Tomorrow Careers Conference 2025

The power of a

Principal Dentist of Northvale Dental
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Bachar Houli OAM is a former Australian Rules Footballer, most notably
having played for the Richmond Football Club, and famously known as
the first devout Muslim to play the game at the highest level. 

He forged a remarkable career at ‘Tigerland’, playing over 200 games
and becoming a key part of a three-time winning premiership side
(2017, 2019, 2020). 

Off the field, Houli is a devout Muslim and the founder of the Bachar
Houli Foundation. Houli is regarded as a leader and role model for the
Australian Islamic community due to his inspiring work in promoting
social cohesion and harmony. Houli’s dedication and commitment to
his community work with Muslim youth has enabled him to become
one of Australia’s most prominent public figures. 

Introducing 

14

Bachar Houli

2006
Drafted into the AFL

2007
AFL Debut

2013
Founded Bachar Houli Foundation

2017, 2019, 2020 
Premiership Player with Richmond Football Club

2019
All-Australia Selection

2021
Retirement from AFL

2023
Established the Islamic College of Sport

2024
Awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM)
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Dr Simra Azher

GRADUATE OF
Bachelor of Biomedicine

The University of Melbourne
Doctor of Dental Surgery

The University of Melbourne
Doctor of Medicine

Deakin University

CURRENT
Junior Doctor 

The Royal Melbourne Hospital
PhD Candidate

The University of Melbourne

COMMENCING 2026
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Training

The Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons

Dr Simra Azher has spent collectively a total of 11 years at university,
completing both a medical and dental degree but she is not done yet.
She is also currently undertaking a PhD in Facial Reconstructive
Surgery at The University of Melbourne. 

In 2026, she is proud to be commencing SET Training in Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery in Victoria. This is a unique field requiring
qualifications in both medicine and dentistry. These super specialists
deal with the diagnosis, surgical and adjunctive treatment of diseases,
injuries and defects of the human jaws and associated structures.

There are very few women in this speciality and Dr Simra will be
possibly the only Muslim female OMF surgeon in Australia. Dr Simra is
passionate about improving patient outcomes in facial surgery and
having a positive impact in people’s lives.



Meet your
Guest Speakers
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Medicine &
Dentistry

Dr Simra Azher
Dr Rumana Islam

Dr Sohaib Virk
Dr Safinah Hambali
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Dr Simra Azher
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Dr Simra grew up in the small rural town
of Mian Channu in Pakistan before her
family relocated to Auckland when she

was in primary school.

She is a proud Muslim, currently living
and working in Melbourne. She

remembers hearing about Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery in high school and

thinking “That’s a really cool career”.

Dr Simra is trilled to be commencing
Surgical and Education Training in Oral

and Maxillofacial Surgery in 2026. 

Working at The Royal Melbourne Hospital

Get in touch with me simraazher@hotmail.com

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY

Dr Simra has completed Medicine from
Deakin University and Dentistry from The
University of Melbourne, following the
completion of a Bachelor of Biomedicine
degree at The University of Melbourne
Dr Simra is also currently undertaking a
PhD in Facial and Reconstructive Surgery
at The University of Melbourne

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

You will do whatever you set your mind to

CAREER PATHWAY

Having worked as a general dentist
during Medical School, her junior
medical years were spent at the

Royal Melbourne Hospital 
Dr Simra has undertaken 2 years of

junior medical training in multiple
fields and will be commencing Oral

and Maxillofacial Surgery Training in
2026

Oral Maxillofacial  surgery requires 
dual qualif ication



Dr Rumana Islam
General Surgical Registrar

Dr Rumana is a surgical registrar, close to
finishing training as a General Surgeon.

She has had an interesting path with alot
of travelling and stories along the way. 

After graduating from medical school
she was an intern and hospital medical

officer at the Austin and Northern
Hospitals and later worked as an

accredited General Surgical registrar at
the Alfred Hospital as well.

Dr Rumana is also a voracious reader
and loves nothing more than curling up
with a book on her days off with her cats

keeping her company.

Working at Northern Health

Get in touch with me islam.rumana@gmail.com

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
PostGrad Diploma Surgical Anatomy 2017                 The University of Melbourne
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery 2013       Monash University
PostGrad Diploma Science 2009                               University of Auckland
Bachelor of Science 2008                                                University of Auckland

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

Utilise the blessings of Allah SWT such as free time & youth to build a
closer connection with the Quran, and trust in Allah’s plan for you. 
You will end up where you are meant to be - so do your best, and

leave it to Allah SWT



Dr Sohaib Virk
Cardiologist

Dr Sohaib is a cardiologist sub-specialising
in heart rhythm disorders. After graduating
from the University of New South Wales, he
completed his physician and cardiology

training in Sydney.

Currently he is undertaking further training
in heart rhythm disorders at The Royal

Melbourne Hospital. Dr Sohaib also has a
interest in clinical research and is currently
completing his PhD on heart disease at The

University of Melbourne.

Outside of work, he enjoys tennis & squash
and trying new brunch places with his wife.

Working at The Royal Melbourne Hospital

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

Work harder but stress less! Once you’ve tried your best, have faith
and tawakkul that you will get what is best for you.

Get in touch with me 
sohaib.211@gmail.com

0433 446 7061

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Bachelor of Medical Studies/Doctorate of Medicine 2016   UNSW
Masters of Medicine (Clinical Epidemiology) 2017              University of Sydney
PhD Candidate 2024 - current                                        The University of Melbourne

CAREER PATHWAY
2017 - 2018 Junior medical officer                                                         Westmead Hospital
2019 - 2020 Basic physician training                                             Concord Hospital
2021 - 2023 Cardiology advanced training                                  Concord Hospital

2024 - current Cardiac Electrophysiology Fellowship     Royal Melbourne Hospital



Dr Safinah Hambali
Principal Dentist

Dr Safinah is the Principal Dentist and
Practice Owner of Northvale Dental. 

After completing her Doctor of Dental
Surgery from The University of Melbourne
in 2016, she made her dream come true
by opening her start-up private practice

in 2020 in the Melbourne suburb of
Northcote.

As a young, Muslim, woman-of-colour, 
Dr Safinah is proud to be leading an 

all-female dental team that share the
same values and passion for 

patient centred care.

Working at Northvale Dental

Get in touch with me drsafinah@northvaledental.com.au

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Class of 2016
     Doctor of Dental Surgery  The University of Melbourne
Class of 2012
     Bachelor of Biomedicine  The University of Melbourne
Class of 2009
     International Baccalaureate Diploma  Ivanhoe Grammar School

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

Trust in Allah
If something doesn’t work out, there is a reason for it,

Allah s.w.t is the Best of Planners 



Engineering
Mostafa Darwiche
Amira Harawartu
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Mostafa Darwiche

It is important to do well in year 12, but there are many other
pathways to your ‘dream job’.

Lean on your family & friends, and enjoy high school as it is a
special time in your education journey

Get in touch with me 

Engineer Manager

Mostafa is an Aerospace Engineering
Leader with over 20 years experience in

Aviation, Automotive and Space
industries.

Mostafa leads large teams of engineers,
scientists and technicians in the design
and manufacture of complex and highly

regulated products.

He is currently working at Boeing, based
in Melbourne, Australia but his career has

given him opportunities to work in the
Middle East, Germany and the USA.

Working at Boeing
EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY

Graduate Certificate in Engineering Management    RMIT University
Bachelor of Engineering - Aerospace (Honors)          RMIT University

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

mos.darwiche@gmail.com

0432 026 291

CAREER PATHWAY
Engineering Intership                                         Airbus Space (Friedrichshafen, Germany)
Crash Simulation/Testing, Virtual Engineering                                               Ford (Australia)

Structural Engineer ⟶ Program Manager ⟶ Engineering Leader                           Boeing



Amira Harawartu
Engineer

Amira is an engineer in the water and
wastewater industry, currently working

with Yarra Valley Water. Her career
passion is to promote safe drinking water

and good sanitation practices as a
means to protect public health.

The majority of her career has been in
operations as she personally enjoys the
dynamic nature of the work and on-the-

spot troubleshooting skills required for the
role.

She also partakes in committees in the
water industry and taking on volunteer

opportunities overseas.

Water Operations Specialist with Yarra Valley Water

Get in touch with me amira.haru@gmail.com

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Bachelor in Chemical Engineering  The University of Melbourne

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

Understand what’s most important to you in life while considering career
paths and don’t just choose based on what subjects you’re good at. 

Changing the goal post isn’t ‘failure’, it’s a journey to understanding yourself.
There is always an opportunity to change your path.

CAREER PATHWAY
Graduate Program in Water/Waste Water Network and Treatment Plant Operations

Junior Engineer in Sewer Operations Team
Planning Engineer in Recycled Water Operations and Planning Team

Currently Water Operations Specialist



Health &
Wellbeing
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Aula Idris
Manar Moubarak

Aisha Moustafa
Rona Aly



Aula Idris
Physiotherapist

Aula is a Women’s Health Consultant
and Pelvic Health Physio with almost a

decade of clinical experience.

She is passionate about empowering
women and girls through movement

and health education.

She is also the Founder of Yoni
Wellbeing, an organisation that

promotes culturally sensitive women’s
health education to young girls and
women from diverse backgrounds.

Working at Yoni Wellbeing 
& Melbourne Pregnancy and Pelvic Physio

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Doctor of Physiotherapy  Macquarie University
Bachelor of Science             The University of Melbourne

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

There are so many opportunities out there. I didn’t know I wanted to be a
physio until my last semester of university. It’s okay to go on that journey

to find out what you love or what you are good at!! 

Get in touch with me 
aula.idris@gmail.com

@yoni_wellbeing

CAREER PATHWAY
2016-2018   Private Practice Pathway Associate Physiotherapist

2018   Further training in Women’s Health to become a Pelvic Health Physio
2019   Started Yoni Wellbeing



Manar Moubarak
Oral Health Therapist

Manar is an Oral Health Therapist who
graduated from The University of

Melbourne in 2022

Her interest in dentistry began from a
young age after experiencing dental

anxiety herself. That experience ignited
her passion for creating positive, calm

and supportive dental visits.

Manar currently works in a Muslim-led
private practice clinic where she

contributes to delivering culturally
sensitive and patient centered
preventative oral health care.

Working at Northvale Dental

Get in touch with me 
manarsdentaldiary@gmail.com

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Class of 2022
     Bachelor of Oral Health  The University of Melbourne
Class of 2018
     Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)  Ilim College

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

Don’t let fear or failure stop you from trying

Growth often comes from things that scare you the most

@manarsdentaldiary



Get in touch with me 

Aiesha Moustafa
Fitness Instructor

Aiesha is a personal trainer, group
fitness instructor, Pilates instructor, Les

mills instructor and certified Hijama
practitioner.

She has a huge passion for helping
others move, feel and live better. Over
the past few years, Aiesha has loved
being part of the gym industry where

she has been able to guide clients
through their fitness journeys and share
her enthusiasm for health and wellness.

Recently she has expanded her practice
to include Hijama Therapy.

Working at Body By Nawel, 
Physique By Aiesha & The Cupping co

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Completed a Certificate III in Fitness while completing Year 12
Then completed a Certificate IV to become a qualified personal trainer
Later achieved her certification in 
Pilates, Les mills & Hijama Therapy

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

Don’t expect everything to fall into place overnight. Sometimes it takes
time to build the life and career your want. What really matters is

putting your energy into what you’re passionate about. 

0452 616 148

@physiquebyaiesha

CAREER PATHWAY
Personal trainer @ Physique By Aiesha

Group fitness instructor @ Body By Nawel
Hijama Practitioner at her own practice The Cupping co

@TheCupping.co



Get in touch with me 

Rona Aly
Personal Trainer 

Rona initially went to university in hopes
to become a doctor like her dad but

realised it wasn’t her passion. So instead
she decided to pursue her “crazy” idea

of fitness and becoming a personal
trainer by completing her certificates

whilst completing her degree.

Rona started exploring unique ways to
help women see fitness as a positive

influence on their lives. She hired a
business mentor to help set up her

online business and worked at several
gyms to enhance her level of coaching.

Working at Seha Coaching
EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY

Bachelor of Biomedical Science 2020
Certificate IV in Fitness 2022
Currently completing a: 

Diploma in Arabic
Diploma in Spanish
Certification in Women’s Sports Nutrition

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF
Don’t rush into university. Explore your interests, build life skills and find what

makes you passionate to learn about and to contribute in society. 
Learn to be ok with being different and embracing being a woman in the work

space and know what that means for you.

sehacoaching@gmail.com

CAREER PATHWAY
 Disability Support Worker 2020-2021

Gym Admin 2021-2022
Personal Trainer and Online Coach 2022-Now

@sehacoaching



Law & Finance
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Aseel Sammak
Nimra Azher
Fazeel Arain



Aseel Sammak
Lawyer 
& Family Dispute Resolution Practitioner 

Aseel is a lawyer and accredited Family
Dispute Resolution Practitioner.

After completing a Masters degree in
Family Dispute Resolution, she

established her own mediation practice
in April 2025, where it combines Islamic
principles with legal knowledge to help

families resolve conflict in respectful
and child-focused ways.

Aseel is also a mother and a founder of
an Islamic not-for-profit organisation

called Podium.

Working at Beyond Mediation
EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

Don’t feel like you have to choose between your culture, faith or education.
You can embrace both and let them complement each other. Your

background and values are not limitations, they’re unique strengths that can
guide you to make a real difference. By holding onto what makes your

grounded, you’ll be able to create a career that is meaningful.

Get in touch with me 
@aseel.sammak

0410 822 455

Bachelor of Law                                       La Trobe University
Bachelor of Arts Major in Journalism      La Trobe University
Master of Applied Laws Majoring in family Dispute Resolution at the College of Law



Nimra Azher
Chartered Accountant

Nimra is a Chartered Accountant with a
diverse background spanning public
practice, tax advisory, and corporate

finance. After graduating from Melbourne
Girls’ College she began her career in public

practice, gaining six years experience
across business and tax advisory roles at

multiple firms.

Driven by entrepreneurial spirit, Nimra
established her own boutique accounting

practice, Lette Advisors, which she continues
to operate alongside her corporate career.
She is currently part of the finance team at

Re-Group, a leader in the waste and
recycling sector and a key player in

Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme.

Senior Finance Lead at Re-Group & Principal at Lette Advisors 

Get in touch with me nimra.azher@lette.com.au

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Bachelor of Commerce  The University of Melbourne
     Majoring in Accounting and Finance
Grad Diploma of Chartered Accounting  
CA - Chartered Accountants Australia & New Zealand
   

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

The world is bigger than it feels right now, and there are so many
opportunities and pathways out there. Take initiative, put yourself out there
and be open to what comes your way. It might not all go to plan, but it all

does work out

CAREER PATHWAY
Previously worked at firms including Crowe Horwath (now Findex),

Jeffrey Thomas & Partners, Deloitte



Fazeel Arain
School Principal 

Fazeel comes from a varied background
that has seen him work in a multitude of
roles across accounting, technology and

educational sectors. 

His experience in these roles combined with
a strong interest in ensuring that the Islamic
Community makes a positive contribution
to Australia and the society at large has
seen him initiate a large-scale project to

establish Al-Siraat College. The College is a
Foundation to Year 12 Islamic school with

over 1,500 students and 200 staff.

Fazeel sees himself as a shepherd, servant
and enabler.

at Al-Siraat College

Get in touch with me fazeel@alsiraat.vic.edu.au

EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY
Bachelor of Business  University of Technology, Sydney
     Accounting Major and Business Law Submajor
Master of Commerce  University of New South Wales
CPA - Australian Society of Certified Practicing Accountants

ADVICE TO MY HIGH SCHOOL SELF

I do not believe myself to be a very capable person, so I convinced myself
that further efforts would not be very useful.

My advice is: with a little more effort, you can go a long way.

CAREER PATHWAY
Commenced in accounts payable, then moved into financial account, financial

systems and working on ERP (enterprise resource planning) implementations in IT 
From IT, moved into Education and Islamic investor finance. 
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And now, allow me to offer my deepest gratitude. 
 
First, to our school leadership and management, thank you for always
supporting, encouraging, and believing in this vision – and in me. Your trust
has enabled this vision to grow into reality.
 
To Dr Safinah Hambali, my daughter, my companion in thought and heart
– this journey began with one of our many conversations. A conversation
that bloomed into many more, and slowly, step by step, into an action plan.
Your passion for education, your career wisdom, and your unwavering
belief in the power of role models has helped shape this very moment. May
Allah bless you for connecting your journey with the dreams of these
students.
 
To our guest speakers, who left their jobs, families, to be here – your
presence speaks volumes. You are more than mentors today; you are
reminders of what our students can become. Jazakum Allahu Khairan for
believing in this cause.
 
To our LEAP Students – your dedication, ideas, rehearsals, posters, and
videos – all of it has led to this moment. You have made us proud to take
this challenge. This is your legacy in the making.
 

 

Acknowledgements from Ms Shahidah Osman

Leaders of Tomorrow Careers Conference 2025

Head of Learning Enrichment & LEAP

YEAR 9,  2025 LEAP STUDENTS
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Leaders of Tomorrow Careers Conference 2025

To the Learning Enrichment Team – I offer a heartfelt and sincere thank
you. From the earliest planning stages to the final moments before this
event began, you have worked tirelessly behind the scenes – often
unnoticed, but never unappreciated. Your attention to every detail. Your
quiet dedication, calm efficiency, and consistent reliability have helped
bring this vision together. Thank you for walking every step of this journey
with me – your support made all the difference.

To our teachers and staff, who volunteered, supported, mentored, and
gave their time to guide these students and offer of assistance – thank you
for being the kind of educators and colleagues who go beyond the
classroom and into the hearts of your students.
 
To our school operations, digital , IT, catering team, and our maintenance
crew, your unseen work is the backbone of what we see before us today.
You have my deepest heartfelt gratitude in your dedication and
commitment. 
 
To the guests and visitors, thank you for coming, for standing with us, and
for celebrating these young leaders. Your presence unites us in community
and shared hope.

We sincerely thank Abraham Solomon, Mike Assaad, and the Ray White
Wollert team for their support and generosity towards our College and the
Careers Conference Event. 

This event is not mine. It is yours. It belongs to every single hand that
helped it to rise. And today, we celebrate that collective success.
 
May Allah bless this occasion and make it a source of benefit for all who
attend. 

Thank you. Jazakkallahu khair.

Ms Shah i d a h  O sm an
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